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DO NOT WRITE ON THIS SHEET.  YOU WILL RETURN IT WHEN THE PROJECT IS FINISHED.
As required by the Helena school district, you will be completing a research project for English 2.  To have success with this project, it is important that you be in class while we are working on the project, especially when you are receiving instruction from the librarians about different research techniques.  You will be required to make up any missed library time on your own, either before/after school, during lunch, during study hall (if you have one), or at home, depending on what you missed.  You will not be allowed to go to the library during English class beyond the already scheduled research days.  Failure to complete the various steps in the research process in the proper order and when due will result in lost points.  Any misuse of computers while in the library will result in a zero for the project and in-school suspension, at a minimum, for the remainder of the scheduled days in the library.  
The end product of your research will be a 4-5 pages typed (including the works cited page) research paper.  If you do not have access to a computer/word processor away from school, you will have to make arrangements to do your typing at school during study hall (if you have one), during lunch, before school, and/or after school.
For this project you will select one of the following historical assassinations/assassination attempts to research:
1. Martin Luther King, Jr.		4. Robert F. Kennedy
2. John F. Kennedy			5. Ronald Reagan
3. Abraham Lincoln			6. Malcolm X (Malcolm Little)
There are six areas that you will explore for the assassination/attempt you select. These are:

1. The victim/target of the assassination: general background information (when born/died, education, family, etc.), information about the person, such as his importance to the country/world, (i.e., president, civil rights leader, etc.), whether or not killed by the assassin(s)/injuries received if not killed
2. The assassin(s): information about the person(s), such as general background information (see above), jobs, prior criminal activity, when born/died
3. Why the assassination/attempt happened: the assassin(s) reasons for doing it
4. Planning and carrying out: planning involved; when, where, and how it occurred; others involved, such as those who knew about it or others who were killed/injured
5. Fallout/results of the assassination/attempt: information such as what happened to the assassin(s) afterward, lasting consequences of the assassination/attempt, people’s reactions, etc.
6. Controversy or mystery: information about any controversy, conspiracy theories or mystery surrounding the assassination/attempt or those involved or related to it and those involved in the years afterward

Your research will be gathered from different types of sources, including books, computer databases, and websites. Your research paper must include balanced source information, meaning that one or two sources should not dominate your paper. The paper must include significant information from most of the sources that you cite on the works cited page. You must adhere to the following source numbers to receive credit for your sources:
1. Books – at least 2 (can have more)
2. Computer databases – at least 2 (can have more)
3. Websites – 1 or 2 (no more than 2)
The minimum number of sources that must be used in the paper is 5. The maximum number is 8.

Plagiarism, the presentation of someone else’s words or ideas as your own, is a serious issue. Anyone caught plagiarizing will receive a zero for the project and will be subject to further disciplinary action, which could result in suspension from school.
